CONVERSATIONS  AT  RIOND  BOSSON  263

ganda work, to do all sorts of things for Poland. There was
no Poland at the time to pay me for my expenses, and I had
to play the piano in order to keep the necessary political
machinery going; and I also played in order to explain to
American audiences certain things about Poland that
otherwise they might not have understood. But my career
as a pianist was finished at the beginning of the war, and it
seems quite natural to me that it should have finished."

VI
We had reached the gallery on the first floor, where there
were more pictures on the walls and a large case containing
some of Paderewski's Chinese collection. We then entered
the study, which looked exactly as I knew it from pictures
and descriptions, although it was somewhat larger than I had
imagined. When we reached the window, in front of which
was a show-case with more Chinese objets d'art, Paderewski
pointed to the yellow glass saying : " These pieces ofjaune
Imperial are the most precious bits of my collection. They
were made for one of the Emperors of the Ming Dynasty."
I was advancing towards the piano when my eye fell on
the book Mein Kampf, by Adolf Hitler, which was lying half
opened on a little table. " Do you think that a movement
like German Nazi-ism can be confined to one country
only? "I asked.
Paderewski stopped, took out another cigarette as though
he meant to settle down to the subject, and answered : " I
very much doubt it. My own traditions, political methods,
education, my personal respect for the freedom of the
individual and for his beliefs, all show clearly what my own
attitude is towards all extreme movements, no matter where
and for what reasons they exist. But I would not be
surprised if sooner or later we saw such movements
spreading even into such civilized countries as England
and France. Misery and unemployment rob the people of
all faculties of judgment and vision. The most fantastic